5.20.132-P

5.20.132-P Pretermination Hearing Procedures For
Contract Teachers

(1) Applicability. The following procedures will apply at a hearing before the
Board, which is requested by a contract teacher after the superintendent
has recommended termination of the teacher's employment.

(2) Hearing Procedures.

(a) Hearing. The hearing will occur before a presiding officer designated
by the Board. Board members may elect to attend the hearing in
person or to review the record of the hearing. A tape recording or
other verbatim transcript will be made for the sole use of Board
members in reaching their decision.

(b) Presiding Office.
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(C) Unless the hearing is in public, any witnesses other than the
teacher, supervisors and superintendent may attend the
hearing only when they are testifying.

(D) All documents, communications and records generated by the
hearing are to be filed in a separate file, which will constitute a
"personnel file" within the meaning of the confidentiality
provisions of ORS 342.850 and will not be open for inspection
by other than the superintendent's office, in the absence of the
specific approval of the superintendent or the teacher.

(E) The presiding officer shall make such rulings as appear
appropriate regarding the proceedings, the order of proof, and
the form of testimony and evidence. The following general
procedure, however, will apply:

(i) The presiding officer will open the hearing. If a quorum of
the Board is present, the presiding officer will announce
the basis for the executive session (unless the hearing is
public by the teacher's request). The presiding officer will
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(ix) All decisions regarding the conduct of the hearing will be
made by the presiding officer;

(x) The presiding officer may ask questions of the parties and
of any witnesses. With permission of the presiding officer,
Board members in attendance may also pose questions-;

(xi) The parties will not be allowed to cross-examine each
other or any witnesses presented by another party. The
parties may, however, ask the presiding officer to pose
specific questions to another party or witness.

(3) Decision of the Board
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